
Russia is The Invisible Guest at the Washington Conference
Power of Republic, Though Silent,

Will Be Felt in the Deliberations
_ _\ _

Russian Policy of Allies, Particularly French, Will Have Important BearingUpon Future History of Europe; Reaction in Country if Bolsheviki
Are Overthrown Will Depend Upon Present Attitude of Nations

By Manara Gordon Strunaky
RUSSIA will be "the invisible
guest1* at the disarmament
conference in Washington.
Every statement will bo

aware of her powerful grip. Allied
policy toward Ruasia has been before
the footlight* of world history since
the overthrow of the autocracy of
Nicholas II in 1917. It hat been a

huge spectacle, varied both in atmos¬
phere and action; comprising naval and
military operations, conferences, con¬
versations, missions, commissions and
nil the other elements that go into the
making of a successful international
show. Nevertheless, the audience re¬
mains displeased. At no time during
these four years of serious preoccu¬
pation with Russia have the Allied
statesmen succeeded in retaining for
any considerable period the good will
or confidence of the thinking public.
A graph of the public's reactions

toward the different phases of the En¬
tente Russian policy would have the
appearance of a very erratic fever
chart. For example: the Allied prom¬
ise to Kercnsky in the summer of 1917,
concerning the restatement of peaco
terms, whipped up Liberal hopes to the
point of delirium. But Mr. Bonar Law's
declaration in Parliament soon after
that the Entente intended to do noth¬
ing of the sort brought a rise in tem¬
perature among Conservatives and a

corresponding drop in the opposing
camp. And so the fluctuations have
continued up to the time of writing,
without the slightest indication of
progress.
Discontent with Entente statesrnan-
p upon this score is general. But

public opinion is mistaken in it« im¬
pression that the Entente handling of
the Russian situation has been slipshod
ana unintelligent. The error has been
a serious one.

Inability to comprehend the objective
of Allied statesmanship removed the
check that intelligent public opinion in
the United States and the associate
nations might have exercised. We are

not over-suspicious of mere stupidity.
Nevertheless, the situation made it
possible, as we shall see, for Mr. Lloyd
George and other statesmen to make
use of this avowed confusion of the
public mir.d to shift from aide to side
and so obscure the real object which
remained constant.
Pubiic Mind Confused
As to Policy Toward Russia
Thi3 is not meant as a reflection

upon Allied statesmanship. The En¬
tente did not purposely set out to con¬
fuse the public as to its attitude to¬
ward Russia. But the public eye was
focused upon the interests of the Rus¬
sian people and for that reason lost
touch from the very beginning with the
objective of Ententa statesmanship,
which was inspired by individual na¬
tional interest rather than by good will
toward Russia.

In this sense even when an Allied
statesman made a stand for Russia,
the ultimate purpose was selfish.
though justifiably selfish.

This.explains the difference between
Clemenceau and Lloyd George in early
.1918, when; Germany1 held out >thi
temptation of a mutually advantageous
peace.at the expense of Russia. Lloyc
George was inclined to give ear. Clem¬
enceau said "No." The British states¬
man was thinking of the British Em
pire, her commerce, her Indian posses
sions and how desirable a weak Rus
sin might be. But France held the at
tention of Clemenceau. His unwilling
ness to accept the German offer canno
he ascribed to his love for Russia, bu
¦rather to French hate of Geirmany. J
weak Russia meant a stronger Ger
many, the very evil that bleedlu;
France was bent upon destroying. Mi
Walter Lippman, who cannot be ac
cused of an ardent admiíatioiái foT &!
Clcmenceau's policies, has assured hi
readers that the Premier's position a
that time in regard to Russia m-ake
him a great historic figure. Howeve:
the fact that M. Clemenceau was onl
serving the best interests of Franc«
and by so doing benefited humanit«
does not lessen the significance of hi
motives. His policy was a logical cot
tinuation of Franco-Russian relation
antedating the Worid War. An elt
mentary knowledge of the Franco-Rui
sian alliance should not only clarif
this critical period in the history c
the war, but should likewise expiai
the subsequent attitude of France.
The defeat of France in 1870 an

the establishment of the third republ
wer» directly responsible for tt
Franco-RusBian alliance. República
France, unhappy because of her pit
carious internal condition and di
tracted by fear of further Germs
aggression, sought protection in t

alliance with autocratic Russia. Ale:
ander III was no less conscious of tt
rising German power and consequent
welcomed the union with France.. Tl
need of protection against Germi
aggression wa« the same for Fran
and Russia but their methods differ,
vastly. The ailianco concluded, Fran
retired to the position of the aile
partner. Bestowing on her autocrati
ally the freedom of her purse she le
him to his own devices. Reaction w¡

rampant in Ruasia, but republic-
Franc« «aw it n**. She was too pr
occupied with h«r own anxieties
sympathize with the Russian people
against the Russian government. SI
thought it needful to humor her pr
tector or at least not to irritate him.
To this policy France adhered durit

the entire period of her alliance wi<
Russia* And those who would take hi

" MP^ftff 9m ** th* other of them

Even this overbold deed, which seemed
to menace her national existence, did
not rouso France to action. Having ac¬
cepted the position of the weaker part¬
ner, hers was not to reason why.
This attitude is Important because

it will help to an understanding of
French psychology concerning her pres¬
ent relations with Poland. Her status
has changed, to bo sure, also her atti¬
tude. She has come out of the World
War victorious. But she cannot expect
as much sympathy for her chosen asso¬
ciates as for herself. Nor can she any-
longer escapo responsibility for the
follies they are permitted to perpetrate
in the name -of a buffer Btate. Yet,
whether or not one approves the
French attitude toward Russia during
the last three years, it is»well to re¬
member that victory has not removed
the shadow of fear from her. Because
of the fear France, ns she contemplated
Russia in the grasp of the Soviet au¬

tocracy with no sign of relief, finally
yielded to the idea of the "sanitary
cordon." So long as France was ex¬
pecting succor from a union with Rus¬
sia, she held out for a united Russia.
Once she abandoned the idea of part¬
nership with Russia and put her trust
in Poland this ceased to be a necessity.
On the contrary, she saw at once that
her new alliance would be meaningless
in the presence of a united Russia.
The moment France put her faith in
a comparatively weak Poland, she auto¬
matically assented to tho disintegra¬
tion of Russia, for the aggrandizement
of Poland. Having taken tho leap the
rest was quite -simple. It must have
become commonplace to every French¬
man that the Polish buffer state would
be built on sand so soon as a powerful
Russian blast was permitted to strike
it. At the present moment France be¬
lieves that she can bridle the northern
wind, or, rather, that Poland can do it
for her.
Thus in her overpowering anxiety

to safeguard her national interests
against Germany France has added
Russia to her antagonists. True to
precedent, having made her choice oi
an ally, she has consented to full ac¬
quiescence. This would explain tht
entire attitude of Poland and her firsi
peace terms to Russia, which were ir
direct opposition to the decisions oí
the peace conference.

Poland, not satisfied with demandln*
nine Russian provinces in addition tt
the territory she had received from th
peace conference, further demander
that Russia "indemnify Poland for th
devastation of lands and industrie
caused by the overunning of Poland b;
the Russian armies since 1914." Tha
is to say, Russia was to pay for th
privilege of having helped to make th
to task for not using her influence o

behalf of à more liberal system in Rus
ala must remember that so formidabl
was her fear that she not even dar
to protest against the flirtations whic
the Russian autocrarcy carried on wit
the very enemy against whose aggre*
sions Russia was pledged to prote<
France. Nicholas IPs friendship wit
William II went as far as the Potsda*
Agreement (1910), wherein the ta
monarchs were pledged "not to belor
to any combination of powers forme
Polish nation possible.
Questions Entente Policy
If Red Rule Is Overthrown

Consider the folly of the unconsclo
able favoring of Poland or any oth
government at tho expense of Russi
This would only be a short-sighted su
render to an immediate aim. It is a
parent to all thinking men that Ituss
cannot remain in the grip of Bolshev
rule much longer. She must and w
throw off the monster that is t
causo of her present misery and hum
iation. Under these conditions wl
would be the result of any concessio
that tha Soviet government might
compelled to make? Assume that
order to retain power a bit lont
Lenin« would accept any terms. W
it not become obligatory on the I
tente powers to maintain the Sov
oligarchy In power, so that they mif
retain the advantafo of the sinia
peace? It cannot escape Allied stat
men that in the event of a change
government In Russia that goveram*
cannot respect the agréments.suicl
for Russia.that the Bolsherfki it
enter into. What will be the Ente*
attitude then? Are the Allies prepai
to force upon the Russian nation a B
shevik-made peace?
Entente policy toward Russia 1

been shaped by France and Engla
The rttitude of France, as we hi
seen, although guided by purely :
tional interests, is on the whole ol
ous.above board. Always mindful
her peculiar geographical position i
her peculiar danger, France held

.

for a united Russia until she beca
convinced of Russia's complete «
lapse and her inability to serve Frai
Then she accepted the alternative,
disintegration of Russia and the
grandizement of Poland. So t
French policy has not been so va

luting or so confused as we usu;
assert.
The British position is a great <

more complicated. England's depc
ence upon Russia was obviously
so close. Notwithstanding M. Mil
and's assertion that "when Paris ii
danger, London is not safe/' Englan
not overafraid. Mr. Lloyd George n

be aware that the first city to b<
danger will be Paris. England, bt
much more secure, could take n

time for reflection. She could a

sharp transitions such as France
doubtedly nuule whenv»he decided v

a break with Russia. rÂr. Lloyd Ge*

manipulated his policy with great skill.
He has been in turn, and at the right
time, the friend of the intervention¬
ists, in favor of the blockade, against
intervention, for the removal of the
blockade, and for peace with the Soviet
government. And, amazing though it
may seem, the Premier has used the
various' groups of sentiment so Judi¬
ciously that each in turn has claimed
him as its friend. He has chosen his
position so well and has reared his
diplomatic edifice with so much art¬
fulness that even at this late hour the
public is unable to grasp the purport
of his policy toward Russia.
But here again it must be stated that

the fault does not lie with Mr. Lloyd
Georgo, but rather with tho public.
Underneath the changes in tactics there
has been a simple strategy. If, in
order to understand the British objec¬
tive, wo were to turn from Esthonia,
Latvia and Poland, etc., where British
interests are commercial only, to her
Asiatic empire, we would most likely
arrive at a clearer understanding of
the issue. The pro-Soviet "Manchester
Guardian" objects to a united Russia,
because of its proximity to India and
the consequent anxieties and expendi¬
tures. Upon the point of safeguard¬
ing the British Indian possessions Mr.
Lloyd George is of one mind with "Tho
Manchester Guardian."
Poland and tho Baltic cordon have

still to prove that they can keep Paris
from harm. But they have already
proved themselves an instrumentality
for mischief in Russia. If one were

to define the results of the anti-Soviet
barrier policy it would run something
like this: A number of small national¬
ities, some of them torn out of the very
heart of Russia, are dominated by an

ambitious and aggressive Poland, in¬
dependent only in their freedom to,
wrangle with one another and coerce

Russia. Tho result of foreign coercion
in Russia cannot be other than to re¬

duce still further, if that is possible,
the vitality of the Russian people. A
Russia continuously in turmoil will
have no time for internal reconstruc¬
tion. Nor will the Slav people be in a

position to gather sufficient strength
for the overthrow of the Soviet regime
and the establishment of a democratic
government.
Believe« Allies Prefer
Turmoil in Russia at Present

What is more, as the struggle among
the Allied nations for industrial su¬

premacy develops the Entente would
rather not have a constructive, effi¬
cient government in Russia. If Russia
and the border Btates can be kept in a

turmoil the Allies will be by that much
ahead in the race for reconstruction.
Thus France and England are of the
same mind concerning their attitude
toward Russia, but Mr. Lloyd George
had the skill to steer his course so as

to conciliate the diverse elements of
public opinion in his country. His
methods were out of necessity «some¬
what erratic, but the end was quite
the same.a Russia reduced to "harm-
lessness."

Internal conditions among the En¬
tente nations make a firm stand against
Bolshevism as a general principle im-
perative. As far us Russia was con¬
cerned intervention and the blockade
were of no avail against the Bolshe¬
vists. On the contrary, they were even
moTe effectual than the Red Guard in
keeping Lénine in power. But inter¬
vention and blockade against Lénine
were a moral demonstration against
"revolution" at home. That is why Al¬
lied intentions went just far enough to
symbolize a general abhorrence of Bol¬
shevism, but never far enough to help
the Russian people effectively against
its Bolshevist rulers.
Lloyd George never tired of assert¬

ing that England must not abandon
"friends" in Russia. But the Entente
statesmen were careful not to embar¬
rass their friends with too much aid.
This in a great measure accounts for
the frequent fluctuations in the mili¬
tary fortunes of Kolchak and Denikine.
They invariably exhausted tho supply
of Entente help when they were at the
poiiit of succeeding. The success of
these generals would not have meant
anything to the Russian people in the
way of freedom, yet for a time the
Entente considered affiliation with
them expedient.up to a certain point.

It must bo admitted that as a demon¬
stration to the people at home of the
governments' hostility toward Bol¬
shevism intervention in Russia was not
effective. But in Russia proper it was
the cause of untold misery. The only
ones who derived actual profit from
Allied intervention were the Bolshs-
viki. It gave them a reason for con¬
scription, it consolidated their forces
and made it possible for them to shift
responsibility for their work of eco-
nomio roln and their tyrannous meth¬
ods by attributing the cause to inter¬
vention. Allied intervention helped
more to entrench the Bolshevik! in
Russia than anything else, with the
probable exception of tha blockade.
Whatever aid to the Russian people

the Entente statesmen intended by way
of intervention, the absurdity of the
blockade must have been apparent to
the Allied leaders. But home condi¬
tions among the Allied- astions called
for decisive action. In the mine
of th« man in the street the blockade
was associated with th« effect it had
had in crippling German militarism
Anxious to placate the man in th«
street, tha Allied statesman mad« us<
of the blockade against Russia, know¬
ing quite well that the public was tot
ignorant of Russian affairs to grasi
the vast difference between th« cV&di
tiou« of food supply 1» <3ermanyX*a<

Japan's Rockefeller

Viscount Shihuaawa

Russia. Germany at the summit of
her supremacy on the Continent, be¬
fore the World War, was unable to
feed herself without supplies from
abroad. She used"to import annually
from Russia alone vast quantities of
cereals, eggs and three-quarters of tho
butter she consumend, whereas Russia
never imported foodstuffs. On the
contrary, she was the reservoir for tho
requirements of Europe.
Rusia's Export Reports
Showed Vast Resources
A mere glance at Russia's export

trade prior to the war will demonstrate
even more concretely tho impossibility
of starving Russia by means of a
blockade. Before the war Russia sup¬
plied three-fourths of the export
wheat of Europe. Besides meeting her
home needs she exported huge quanti¬
ties of sugar. In the cultivation of
livestock she surpassed every country
in Europe, supplying half tho horses of
the Continent. Russia led all other na¬

tions in the cultivation of cattle and
was inferior only to Germany in the
number of hogs. Russia produced the
greatest quantity of wool next to
England. Sho used to supply four-
fifths of the coal and pig iron she con¬

sumed, 52 per cent of the agricult¬
ural machinery and implements and
nearly all the steel; and, what is even
more striking, her railroads were sup¬
plied with homemade rails. The block¬
ade is not responsible for the condi¬
tion of the railroads under Soviet rule
but rather Lenine's need of war mate¬
rials. The munition factories consume
the supply of materials which would
otherwise aid in maintaining the rail¬
roads. Russia's lack of cotton is like¬
wise attributed to the blockade. In
1914 her cotton output, evclusive of
Russian Turkestan, was surpassed only
by tho United States and England. Be¬
sides exporting to Asia and Rumania,
she had nearly enough for her own na¬
tional needs. Contrary to the declara¬
tions of our would-be authorities.
Russia offers no market for foreign
cotton excepting the very fine fabrics
When the peasant speaks of cotton he
means his own home product.

In view of these facts it is quite
clear that the blockade is not responsi¬
ble for starvation in Russia To be
Bure, the blockade might have been in
strumental in keeping machinery, coa
and woolens from Russia. These an
the commodities she most needs. Bu*
as a result of the war Europe hac
neither coal nor woolens and, until verj
recently, no machinery to export. Wha
is more, had the Boltfcheviki not sue
ceeded in demoralizing the Russiai
mines along with the rest of her in
dustries, Russia would have had mon
coal than the Allies. The cause of Rus
sian starvation is neither the blockadi
nor yet the ruined condition of he
railroads. It is the result of the wa
and three years of Bolshevik rule. Th
bad condition of the railroads is no
the core of the difficulty. The road
are indeed in a deplorable eonditior
But one must be careful not to judg
them by European or American stan
dards. At any rate, the Soviet govern
ment seems to find enough cars an
rails for the use of the army. Th
trouble is not, therefore, lack of trans
portation facilities, but the use the;
are put to.
But even, if Russia had the necessar

transportation facilities her peopl
still would be starving, for the ehnpl
reason that there is a shortage of foo
in Soviet Russia. Russian agricultura
production has been reduced to a mir
imura. The antagonistic attitude o
the peasants toward the Bolsheviki i
only in a measure? responsible for thi
condition. The peasants have no cor
fldence in the Bolsheviki. The peasant
who eeized the rich land owners' Ian
are in doubt as to their right of owr
ership. Certain that tho Constitue!
Assembly would have made the owne:
ship of their land* legal, they blam
the Bolsheviki for this condition. Th
destruction of the mar is anothe
cause of peasant discontent Und«
the regime of Nicholas II every villaj
or mir owned its agricultural machii
ery. The peasant was too poor to bi
his own implements. If this was **

economic fact in 1914 it became eve
more the case after the Bolsheviki g
into power.
At first the. peasant» kept up tl

Standard of production as best they
could, but hid their crops. Whereupon
the Soviet authorities established their
system of espionage tnrough the so-
called committees of the poor, and the
policy of forced requisition of food.
Realizing that their crops would be
taken from them, tho peasants ceased
to produce any more than was neces¬
sary to meet their personal needs. The
Bolsheviki soon discovered their pre¬
dicament. In June, 1919, Lénine told
the Soviet Congress in Moscow that
it was necessa'ry to make peace with
the peasants, and abolish the commit¬
tees of the poor. They were abolished,
but it was too late. The destruction of
the mir and the organizations of the
masses and tho -consequent peasant
opposition to Bolshevik rule are the
real cause of starvation in Russia.
But whatever the cause, one thing is
obvious: It cannot be true that Russia
is starving and is at the same time
able to meet the shortage of food in
western Europe.
Then why, it will be asked, have the

Allied statesmen until very recently
used Russia's mythical stores of pro¬
vision as an argument for the lifting
of tho blockade? Because the En¬
tente statesmen could not explain to
their constituents that the real reason

for the blockade.the danger of a Bol¬
shevik epidemic in Europe.had dis¬
appeared, and that the Allied nations
were getting ready for the revival of
commerce. Tho continuance of the
blockade was fast becoming an absurd¬
ity, it was beginning to affect their
own interests. They are by this time
convinced that the Soviet autocracy
has derived aid and comfort from the
blockade, inasmuch as it has been in¬
strumental in beguiling the Russian
people and diverting its attention from
the real issue.Bolshevik incompe¬
tence. Finding that under? present
conditions the lifting of the blockade
would serve their own national inter¬
ests and aid the people of Russia in
its struggle with Bolshevism, the En¬
tente statesmen have decided upon its
removal. But in order to satisfy pub¬
lic opinion, which might interpret the
move as a concession to Bolshevism,
Allied statesmanship had so long as it
was possible concealed the issue by
bringing forward the world's need of
Russia's supplies. Hence the much
advertised quantities of food in starv¬
ing Russia.
But whatever dictated the various

changes in Entente policy toward
Russia hitherto present conditions de¬
mand a definite and honest position.
This is the crucial moment when the
Allied statesmen have it in theii
power to make either a friend or

enemy of the Russian people. To sat¬
isfy any nation's ambitions by con¬
ceding the general scheme for the
dismemberment of Russia might be
profitable as an immediate expedient
but it will not elicit the good will
of the Russian people. The disinte¬
gration of Russia, even if it were pos¬
sible of "accomplishment, would bo at¬
tended by very serious dangers to the
peace of Europe. For it is one thinj
to tear a nation apart and quito an¬

other to keep it apart. The history oi
Poland itself proves the futility 01
such undertaking. If Poland, aftei
centuries of obliteration, could ris<
again what possibility is there of de¬
stroying a nation like Russia? "Th<
Russian soil is made for unity; nowher«
do we find so vast an area so thor
oughly homogeneous." This was tht
judgment of Leroy Beaulieu a genera
tion ago. The truth of Leroy Beau
lien's observation must be apparent tt
every one with a knowledge of Russiai
conditions. Russist is homogeneous
and if divided can only be kept apar
by continuous turmoil such as rend;
her now.

It is inconceivable that th« Entent
nation« should desire to prolong th<
present misery in Russia. For th
sake of peace of Europe and the En
tente's own good th« Allies must re
tain the friendship of the Russian na
tion and not force an alliance betwcei
Russia and Germany and possibl;
Japan. Aladdin's lamp is at present i
the possession of Allied statesmanshi
in Washington and they can wish fo
either a united, democratic, friendl
Russia or make of hT^ the instrumen
for future wars and**mtold misery«

War Between Japan and America
Is Unthinkable, Says ShiKusawa

Viscount, "Grand Old Man" of Business, Declares Growth of Hostile Feeling
Between Nations Would Be Inexcusable and a Disaster to His People

and to World. Confident Differences Will Be Adjusted

By Edward Marshall
JAPAN'S grand old man of bus

ness is the distinguished Vli
eount Shibuaawa.
Among the wealthy people <

Japan and one of her most careft
students of industrial and politic!
problems, he spoke to me to-day, a]

parently, with absolute frankness I
his apartment at one of New York

great hotels, declaring without tl
slightest hesitation that war betwec
the United States and Japan is as "ui

thinkable" as the President has sal
ho holds war between Britain an

America to be.
He is in the Unite.d States n<

officially as a delegate to the Confe:
once on the Limitation of Armamen
but certainly as an observer whose re

ports to his home government an

more especially to the people of hi

nation will he of the utmost impon
tance.
The apartment in which wo talke

had been painfully American when I

moved into the suite of which it is th

drawing room-.bare, coldly decorate«
But the love of all Japanese fc

flowers evidently is strong in the heai
of this kindly faced, intelligent ol
man, and everywhere were blossom
They made the' room a bower. Nir
growing, flowering plants stood o

tables, the mantel shelf and floor, an

in addition there were half a doze
vases of cut flowers.
The viscount la unassuming in hi

manner and entirely conventional i
dress, wearing a black frock coat,
white, low turned-down collar and blac
bow tie, with ends carefully tucke
under.

His face is that of a man who hs
lived carefully for many years witl
out even minor self-indulgence. It i
not particularly characteristic of hi
race. Indeed, study of it made m

think that had it not been for th
typical though wholly straight eyes i
never would have suggested to me hi
Japanese nativity.
Viscount Insists That
He Is Not a Statesman

"I am not, you must understand,
the viscount said to me, smilingly, "

statesman. I am a business man an

banker, but retired seven years ag(
and I am endeavoring to make the year
of my retirement useful, not only t

my own country but to the world.
"If I could make them useful to th

United States, the nation which, as al
Japanese are shown by their historie!
has been a great and daring leader o

thought and originator of democracy
I should be very glad indeed.
"For six years I have been withou

any special business and during thos
six years I have become particularl;
interested in the relationships be
tween my country and America.
"Probably I shall not attend ii

Washington during the entire lengtl
of the conference. But I shall tr;
while I am in the United States t<
gather information which will be valu
able to my country and my country
men when I return to my home.
"The situation, I truly feel, is j

tragic one. The former relationship!
bitween Japan and the United State!
were beautiful. The present relation¬
ships, tinged as they are with doubi
and distrust on both sides, are deplor
able.
"What has brought this about?
"I believe the fault lies with bot!

countries. Neither can be blamec
solely.
"The hopeful thing Is that, yon maj

be certain, the Japanese stand read;
to remedy all the faults on their part
to correct all past mistakes.

"I do not speak for my government
but I can speak for the heart of the
Japanese people. They are more that
anxioua to correct all their past mis¬
takes.
"You note that I accept, for Japan

the commission of grave faults. It h
not impossible that Americans also
have fallen into some slight errors oí
procedure and interpretation.

"It is a comfort to me to reflect that
in America, as in Japan, exists an in*
tellectual group determined to bend
every effort toward the correction ol
all misunderstandings of thiB sort.

"If we could but make these two
small groups large ones, in other
words, if we could get all or a majority
of the intellectual people in both coun¬

tries to study the great problem which
has risen, I am convinced that within
a timo extremely short, we would find
that there is no problem, actually, in
existence, or, at least, that there is
none which might not easily be solved.
Influences Are at Work to
Strain Nations' Relations

"Certain influences surely are at
work both in your country and in my
own definitely striving to defeat every
effort tending toward a Japanese-
American friendship. I am inclined to
think that many people, and some able
ones, have been employed to cause

misunderstandings.
"During the war the Germans worked

or employed others to with the idea of
straining Japanese-American relations.
Perhaps they have worked similarly
since the war came to an end. That
is but natural and to be expected.of
the Germans,
"And also it Is true that seither na-

tion, »ot Japan and not America, has
worked definitely to create an under¬
standing among the people of the other
country. That, I think, is a great pity.
"One thing Japan did which was, I

think, intelligent. This was to send
to the United State3 Viscount Ishii.
"Viscount Ishii's visit to this coun¬

try cleared the American mind. I think,
suspicions which had been implanted
for the time being at any rate, of the
there by clever German misrepresen¬
tations, and returning to Japan he
made the fact of real American
friendship clear to the Japanese.
"No sooner were these unfortunate

matters cleared away, however, than
other influences sought to profit by
producing a breach of thai strong
friendship which should exist between
America and Japan.
"Rumora which I am certain were

not altogether unfounded became prev¬
alent that China, or, at least, some

Chinese, had begun to sow the seeds
of more misunderstandings in the
minds of both your people and my
own.

"Í have been unable to pick up con¬

crete facts which would establish this
before a court, but I do not hesitate
to voice my firm belief that what I
have here intimated is the fact.
"Just now the mischief has been

done, by whom particularly I do not
attempt to Bay. But surely it has been
attempted and to some extent accom¬

plished.
"It is the way of gentlemen not to

express doubts when the facts which
would justify them cannot be laid hold
of definitely, and I endeavor to apply
this rule in thinking of this matter.

"But, although I have no detailed
facts, I am quite, certain of my prem¬
ises. A Chinese influence of some sort
has been at work to harm relation¬
ships between America and Japan."
"Does Japan entertain any political

ambition with regard to the Philippine
Islands?" I asked frankly.
"Absolutely no," said the viscount

very promptly. "Japan watches the de¬
velopment of those rich islands under
the extraordinary genius and energy
of the Americans with interest, not

envy."
We were interrupted at this moment

by the entrance of a messenger who
brought to tho viscount an envelope
strangely shaped to an American's eyes
.cylindrical and very long. From it
the viscount took a roll upon which a

lengthy message had been painted in
ideographic characters.
Reading it rapidly, after he had

bowed with great courtesy to the mes¬

senger who had brought it, he bowed
to him again, made some reply, and
with more bows than I counted the
messenger backed from the room. The
small, courteous by-play was a bit of
old Japan transplanted to the room of
a prosaic metropolitan American hotel.
"And China?" I inquired when it was

over.
"Toward China Japan feels much as

she does toward the Philippines,'*' the
viscount answered. "We have been
rather pleased than otherwise by the
interest which America has shown in
China, for where American influence is
felt there lies progressiveness.and
China needs that above all other
things.
Japan Has Very Deep
Interests in China
"Japan's interests in China, of course,

are very deep. Since the two peoples
have existed they have lived side by
side in close geographical proximity.
There are many travelers, of course,
from each country within the other's
boundaries, and, naturally, there are
business overlappings.
"Therefore it is not unreasonable to

suppose that American businessmen, go¬
ing to China, should feel that Japan is
trying to get special privileges and even
making efforts along the lines of colon¬
ization. This, however, is by no means
actually the case.
"In China Japan wishes that which

her business enterprise may properly
entitle her to have and nothing more,
being, meantime, willing that business¬
men from other countries should find
there just what she may find.in other
words, that they shall have entirely
equal opportunities,
"Japan wishes to see China prosper

and progress. Nations, like individuals,
benefit through having prosperous and
progressive neighbors.
"Japan hails with approval every ef¬

fort of American business men to help
China to develop. Japan seeks no espe¬
cial privileges.

"That Chinese trade which Japai
wins through utterly legitimate busi
ness efforts she will strive to keep, o:
course; that is the way of business
Beyond that there is nothing.
"Differences of opinion with regard tc

the Chinese situation have arisen chief
ly, I am sure, through misunderstand
ing of the motives and procedures oi
Japan.again assisted by those inf/i
enees which would be glad to see A/ier-
ica and Japan handicapped "try taci
of understanding."
Japanese in California
There by Invitation, He Says

It was the Califo-rnia situation whicl
I brought next to the attention of tht
distinguished Japanese. My question;
were quite frank and his answers wer«

unhesitating.
"I am not well posted with -regard tt

recent details," said the Viscount, "bu
the general situation, I believe, is cleai
to me, and I am glad to give my view;
of it, which I must be sure to eay again
are those of an individual and have nc
official significsÄce whatsoever.
"Japan realiz-fs that the existence ol

large colonies of Japanese npon An«*],
can soil, with complete dlfferen-jm a!
customs, manners and religion, iae^u
ably must cause early difflç-oltfe,
Japan knows that Japanese do not eu"
ily assimilate American modes of Uf»

"In other words, in the developn,,,-, i
of the California situation the matter
now has reached that point at *w*aicv
each side principally sees the other!
faults.
"It is not improbable that there a>tT

have been mistakes upon both eides. I
cheerfully admit that there hav« be«
mistakes upon the Japanese side.
"Japanese who are completely -^j]

informed assure me that there m
some points in the American proce-Jun
which need improvement or amellor»-
tien.
"Surely these two nations have rahit

broad enough, have imaginations keen
enough, have energy and good -wii;
enough to study these points on both
sides with full impartiality and to cor-
rect what errors need correction -with.
out quarreling over things which eai
ily might be remedied.
"Eventually the Californiens befit

to see the doubtless real danger *whJel
would be involved in an unrestricted
acceptation of Japanese labor in tjie
California labor market, and the rerak
was the so-called 'Gentlemen's Agree¬
ment' of 190?, limiting Japanese «mi¬
gration of laborers to the Unit»*
States.
"But many Japanese already ver«

upon the ground, and their favorable
economic status continually roused *aev
antagonisms.
Japanese Not Reconciled
To California Situation

I asked the viscount if the Japaaeie
at home had become at all reconcile-]
to the California situation as it stands.
He answered, frankly:

"No," said he, "they are not. Tney
are not reconciled. The present «itna-
tion of the Japanese in Californis is
most unfortunate. Tit**.-/ are laboring
under many difficulties.
"The Japanese at home feel that

the Japanese in California are being
treated rather harshly, rather disa¬
greeably.
"This being true, there naturally tn»y

come some resentment, or at leu:
some restlessness, in the feeling of the
Japanese at home toward Californi»
and, therefore, toward the United
States.
"Of course, if the Japanese in Cali¬

fornia commit faults then the Japanese
in Japan will not blame the Califcr-
nians in correcting them.
"But my advice to the Japanese in

California has been and is that they
speedily shall adopt American waya,
American thoughts, American custom»;
that they shall cease to hold clau-
nishly together; that they »hall en¬

deavor to become an integral part «f
the life which surrounds thsm and so*
hold themselves aloof in wholly lep-
arate communities.
"But, even though the Japan««« en¬

deavor to do this, naturally they ..will
feel badly if the people of California
make all sorts of special restriction»
against them.
Prejudice on Coast More
Economic Than Racial

"I believe, as I have said, that th«
prejudice against the Japanese in Cali¬
fornia is far more economic than
racial. But, at present, the Caliior-
ians dislike the Japanese. The Jap¬
anese dislike those who dislike» them.
That is human nature.

"In tir's, some think, lies a mis¬
fortune, but, perhaps, they argue, also
there may lie in it some solution of
the difficulty, f^r, they say, it »ho*«**
that now there is not any chance that
Japanese will think of permanently
makingj homes in California. They
argue that no man makes a home wit«"«
he dislikes and is disliked. They hold
that all Japanese now feel that IMf
are merely temporary residents in tk*
United States.
"This is wrong. I shall tell the Jap¬

anese of California, when I go bac*
there, that those bom in California a«
really Americans and must adopt tee
customs and ideals of the United
States.
"They must invest their money hi

this country; they must work for th*
state in which they live. If they bo*
follow this course they will thus solve
the economic differences which now

give them advantages. They must no.

separate themselves as they do now.

Of the action of his country at th«
Washington conference the V iscoont
naturally would make no prediction*?.
"Japan," he said, "like the United

States, now is unmercifully barderaed
by the great cost of armament »

would be absurd to think that Japan
would not be glad to get out from u»"

der this great weight.
"'With regard to that, however, 1 as.

this to say, of course: No one nation
can stop arming if all others keep it up-

"If England, America, France ani

the others make agreements in »¦

matter, I am certain that the Japaacs«
will meet them with great satisfaction-
"One of th« Japanese delegate» to

the Conference on the Limitation M

Armament already has published th«
statement that Japan is not only wiui

ing but desirous of an adjustment cd

the whole matter on any basi* whlcl
all powers may think reasonable.
"Japan gladly will accept any *#*."

gram which at once will relieve hero«
the great cost of armament M>d 1**

¡
her safe against aggressive tactic» o^

other powers in future."
(Copyright, 1921, by Kdward Hart"
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